I find, quoth Mat, reproof is vain ! 

Who firjl offend, will firft complain, Pri.K 

3* High eft in dignity. 

Three prdldents, of whom Daniel was firjl, Dan. 

Firjl with the dogs, and king among the fquires. Sped}* 
4, Great; excellent. 

My firjl fan, 

Where will you go ? Take good Comini us 
With thee. Sbokefpcare s Corhlanus. 

First, adv, 

1. Before any thing elfe; ear]left. 

He, not unmindful of his ufual art, 

Firjl in dilTembled fire attempts to part; 

Then roaring beafts and running dreams he tries. Dryden. 

Thy praife, and thine was then the publick voice, 

Firjl recommended Guifcarci to my choice. Dryden. 

Heav’n, fore* has kept this fpot of earth uncurft, 

To fhew how all things were created firjl . Prior* 

2. Before any other confideration. 

Firjl , metals are more durable than plants j fecondly, they 
are more fclid and hard ; thirdly, they are wholly fubterra- 
neous; whereas plants are part above earth, and part under the 
earth, Bacon* s Natural Hijlory^ N^, 603, 

3. It has often at before it, and means at the beginning. 

At firjl the fdent venom Aid with cafe. 

And feiVd her cooler fenfes by degrees. Dryden s Mn. 
Excepting fifh and infefh, there are very few or no crea¬ 
tures that can provide for themfelves at firjl , without the 
aftifhnce of parents. Bentley s Sermons, 

4. First or laft. At one hour or other. 

But fure a general doom on man is part. 

And all are fools and lovers fir(l or lajl. Dryden. 

First-begot. 7 n*f [from firjl and bigot.] The eldeft 
First-begotten. J of children. 

His firjl-begot , we know ; and fore have felt. 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep. Farad. Reg. 
First-born, n*f [firjl and born.] Eldeft; the firft by the 
order of nativity. 

Laft, with one midnight ftroke, all the JirJl-lfOrn 
Of Egypt muft lie dead, Milton $ Paradife Lojl , A. xii. 
Hail, holy light, offspring of heav’n firJDborn ! Milton* 
The firjl-born has not a foie or peculiar right, by any law 
of God and nature; the younger children having an equal 
tide with him. Locke* 

First-fruits, n.f. Lfir/l and fruits*] 

I, What the feafon firft produces or matures of any kind. 

A fweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Fir/l-fruits y the green ear, and the yellow fheafi Milt* P. L. 
The blooming hopes of my then very young patron have 
been confirmed by moft nobl % firji-fruits? and his life is going 
on towards a plentiful harveft of all accumulated virtues. Prior . 
%. The firft profits of any thing. 

Although the king loved to employ and advance bifhops, 
becaufe, having rich bifhopricks, they carried their reward upon 
themfelves; yet he did ufe to raife them by fteps, that he 
might not lofe the profit of the firji-fruit which by that 
courfeof gradation was multiplied. Baum's Henry VII. 

3. The earlieft eftett of any thing. 

See, Father, what firjt-fmiu on earth are fprting, 

From thy implanted grace in man ! Milton** Par ad. Loft. 

Firstling, ad), [from firjl.] That which is firft produced 
or brought forth. 

All the fir filing males that come of thy herd, and of thy 
flock, thou fhalt fanfiify unto the Lord thy God. Dtutr, xv. 
Firstling, n.f. [from firft.] 

1, The firft produce or offspring. 

A fhepherd next. 

More meek, came with the firfilings of his flock, 

Choiceft and heft. Miltons Paradife Loft, b. xi. 

The tender firfilings of my woolly breed. 

Shall on his holy altar often bleed. Dryden* s Virg. Pajh 

The firfilings of the flock are doom'd to die ; 

Rich fragrant wines the cheering bowl fupply. P&pesOdyJf 

2. The thing firft thought or done* 

Our play 

Leaps o'er the vaunt and firfilings of thefe broils, 

? Ginning i 1 th* middle. Shake/ Troll and Crejf , Prologue* 
The flighty purpofe works o’erlook, 

Unlcfs the deed go with it: from this moment, 

T he very fifilings of my heart Ihall be 
The firfilings of my hand. S ha kef pearss Macbeth. 

Fiscal, mf [from fifius y a treafury, Latin.] Exchequer; 
revenue. 

War, as it is cntertahied by diet, fo can it not be long 
maintained by the ordinary fifeal and receipt. Bacon. 

FISH. n.f [ pyc, Saxon; vifch, Dutch, ] An animal that 
inhabits ihe water. 

The beafts, ihe/ftrr, and the winged fowls. 

Are their males fubjefts. Shake/. Comedy of Ertours. 

I light when 1 cannot chafe, and 1 eat no fifh , Sk K. Lear. 


And now the fifh ignoble fates deape, 

Since Venus ow’d her fafety to their fnape. Creed*. 

There arc fifes, that have wings, that arc hot ftrangers id 
the airy region; and there are fame birds that are inhabitants 
of the water, whole blood is cold as fifties $ and their fifth j s 
fo like in tafte, that the fcrupiftous are allowed them on fifli, 
days. Lode. 

To Fish, v.n. 

1. To be employed in catching fifties. 

2, To endeavour at ^nv thing by artifice. 

While others fijh, with craft, for great opinion, 

I, with great truth, catch meer fimplidty. Shah/pean. 

To Fish, v* a. To fcarch water in queft of n/h, or any thing 
elfe. 

Some have fifiml the very Jakes for papers left there by men 
of wit. Swift. 

Oft, as he fifli d her nether realms for wit, 

The goddefs favour'd him, and favours yet. Popes Dumiad. 
Fish-huok, n. f. [fifh and hook*] A hook baited, with which 
filh are caught. 

A {harp point, bended upward and backward, like a fijh- 
hock. Greivs Mufmum. 

Fish-pond. n. f. [fijh and pond.] A fmall pool for fifh. 

Fifh-ponds are no fmall improvement of watry boggy 
lands, Mortimer s Hujlandry. 

Fijh-pmds w ere made where former forefts grew. 

And hills were levelled to extend the view. Prior . 

After what 1 have faid of the great value the Romans put 
upon fifties, it will not appear incrcdible.thatC. Hirrius flt&tild 
fell his fijh-ponds for quadragies H. S. 32,291 /. 13 s. 4 d. 

Arbuthmt m Coins . 

Fisher, n j. [ftistnfift).] One who is employed in catching 
fifh. 

In oor fight the three were taken up 
By fiflifrmen of Corinth, as we thought: 

At length another had feiz’d on us. 

And would have reft die fijhers of their prey, 

Had not they been very flcjw r of fail. Shake/. Comedy of Err „ 

We know that town is but with fijhers fraught, 

Where Thefeus govern'd and where Plato taught. Sandys. 

Left he fliould fufpeft it, draw it from him. 

As fijhers do the bait, to make him follow it. Denham . 

A foldier now he with his coat appears; 

A fifher now, his trembling angle bears ; 

Each fhape he varies. Pope* 

Fi'si-ierboat. n.f. [fifher and beak] A boat employed in 
catching fifh. 

FFSherman, n.f [fifijcr and man ] Oiie whofe employment 
and livelihood is to catch fifh. 

How fearful 

And dizzy J tis to caft one's eves fo low f 

The fifher men that walk upon the beach 

Appear like mice. Shakefpearis King Lear. 

At length two monfters of unequal fize, 

Hard by the /here, a fifhirman efpies. Waller. 

Do feales and fins bear price to thisexccfs ? 

You might have bought the fifherman for Jefs, Dr yd. juvm. 

FiSHERTOWN. n.f [fifher and town. J A town inhabited by 
fifhermen. 

Others of them, in that time, burned that fijhertoim 
Moufehole. Carrw’s Survey of C rnwaL 

Lime in Dorferfhife, a little fijbertmm. Clarendon , Evil. 

Fishers-coat. n.f [fifher and coat] A coat worn by a 
fifher. 

When Si mon-Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his 
fifhers-cmt unto him, for he was leaked, and did caft himfclf 
into the ft a, jo. xxi. 7. 

Fishery, n.f [from fifh er ] The bufinefs of catching fifh. 
Wc have plenty of mackerel this feafon : our fifhtf j 
will not be difttirhed by privateers. Adit forts Spectator. 

p risH f ul, adj. [from fifh,] Abounding with fifh ; itoi ed with 
fifh. 

Thus mean in ftate, and calm in fprke, 

^J\y fifhful pond is mv delight. Gareids Survey of Cornwat. 
It is walled and guarded with the ocean, moft conunodtous 
for traffick to all parts of the world, and watered with plea- 
font, fifhful and navigable rivers. Camden*s Remains. 

To FFshiey. v a. [from fifh.] i’o turn to fifh: a cant 
word. 

Here comes Romeo 

—Without his roe, like a dried herring: 

O fifth, fifth, how art thou fifhified! Shak. Rom. andjulut. 

Fishing, n.f [from fifh ] Commodity of taking fifh- 

There ulfo would be planted a good town, having both a 
good haven and a plentiful fifhing, Spenfer on Ireland. 

F/srkettle, n.f. fifh and kettle.] A caldron made long 
for the fifli to be boiled without bending. 

It is probable that the way ot embalming amongfl theEgyp' 
tians was by boiling the body, in a long caldron like a fijh* 
kettle y in fume kind of liquid balfam. Greta s Mujgum. 

F^shmeai- 


F I T 
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T ., r r r/L „ n j 1 Diet of fifh • abftemious I. A paroxvfm or exacerbation of any intermittent thflemper 

pISHMEAL, n.f. 10} an J Small ilones and gravel colledt and become very large 


in 


Thin drink doth overcool their blood, and making many 
fijhmeah, they fall into a kind of male grecnlkknefs. Sharp, 
Fishmonger, n. f. [from 0 >.~\ A dealer in bfh j a feller of 

filh. , . 

I fear to play the fifimongety and yet fo large a commodity 

may not pafs In filence, Garnv*s Survey of CornwdL 

The furgeon left the fijhmonger £0 determine the controverfy 
between him and the pike. UEjhange. 

FFshy. adj* [(torn fifh.] 

1 * Confifting of fifli. 

My abfcnt mates 

Roam the wild ifle in fearch ot rural cates, 

Bait the barb’d fteel, and from the/>y flood 

Appeafe th T affliftive fierce defire of food. Popes Odyjfey. 

2* Having the qualities of fifh. 

Few eyes have efcaped the picture of mermaids, that is, 
according to Horace, a moiifter with a womans bead above, 
and fifty extremity below. Browns Vulgar Err ours. 

FFSSILE. adj. [fijfdis* Latin.] Having the grain in a certain 
direction, fo as to be cleft 

This cryftai is a pellucid fijfik ftone, clear as water or cryftal 
of the rock, and without colour; enduring a red heat without 
lufing its tranfparency, and in a very ftrong heat calcining 
without fufion. Newton s Opt . 

FiSSITity. n.f from fijfite-[ The quality of admitting to be 
cloven. 

FFssure. n.f [fijfurcty Latin ; fijjurey French.] A cleft; a 
narrow chafm where a breach has been made. 

The ftone and other terreftrial matter was diftinguiihed 
into ft rata or layers, as it is in England : thufe ftrata were 
divided by parallel fijjuresy that were inclofcd in the 
ftone. Woodward*s Natural Hijhry. 

I fee 

The gaping fijfures to receive the rain. Thomfons Autumn. 
To Fissure, v. a , [from the noun*] To cleave; to make a 
fiflure. 

By a fall or blow the fkull may be fijfured or fractured. Wife* 
FIST, n.f. [ Saxon.J T'he hand clenched with the fin¬ 
gers doubled down, in order to give a blow, or keep hold. 

She quick and proud, and who did Pas defpife, 

Up with her fifty and took him on the face; 

Another time, quoth the, become more wife; 

Thus Pas did kifs her hand with little grace. Sidney, 

And being down, the villain fore did beat 
And bruife with clownifti fifh his manly face. Fairy J^ueen: 
Anger caufeth palenefs in fonie; In others trembling; 
fwelling, foaming at the mouth, ftamping, and bending the 
fijh Bacons Natural Hijioryy N u * 716. 

And the fame hand into a/// may clofe, 

Which inftantly a palm expanded fhows* Denham. 

Tyrrhene, the fofter-Father of the beaft. 

Then clench'd a hatchet in his horny Jjfl. Dryden s /Em 

To Fi&t. v. a . 

1. To ftrike with the fift, 

I faw him fpurning and fifing her moft unmercifully. Dryd. 

2. To gripe with the fift. 

We have been down together in my fleep. 

Unbuckling helms, fifing each other's throat, 

And wak'd half dead with nothing. Shake/. CorkldnUL 
FjVi imjt. n.f. A piftachio nut. 

Fifcri luffs, n.f, [0 and cuf] Battle with the fift ; blows 
with the fift. 

Naked men belabouring one another with fnag^ed flicks, 
or dully falling together by the ears at fijiicujfs. °° More. 

She would feize upon John’s commons; for which they 
were fure to go to fificuffs, Arbuthn. Hijhry of John Bull, 

My invention and judgment are perpetually at fijticuffs , ’till 
they have quite di fabled each other. Swift 

1 TSTULA. n.f [Latin; fijiute, French.J 

1. A (nmous ulcer callous within ; any fmuous ulcer. 

TYixtfJhtld which is recent is the eafieft of cure: thofe of 
a long continuance are accompanied with ulcerations of the 
gland and caries in the bone Wifanan'i Surotrx. 

2, Fistula Lacbtimalis. A diforder of the canals leadinV 
from the eye to the nofe, which obftrufls the natural progrels 
of the tears, and makes them trickle down the cheek- but 
this is only the firft and miltleft ftage of the difeafe: in the 
next there is matter difeharged wfth the tears from the punt fa 
lachrimalia, and fometimes from an orifice broke through the 
flu n between the nofe and angle of the eye. The laft and 
work degree of it is when the matter of the eye, by its lon<r 
continuance, has not only corroded the neighbouring I'oft 
parts, but ado afT&ed the fubjacent bone. Sharp’s $f £e r v 

Fi stular. adj. [hom fijlula.} Hollow like a pipe. * 

1 1STULOUS. adj [ from fijhda ; fijiulcux, Frencli.] Having 
the nature of a fiftula; callous or imuous like a filtula. ° 
How thd'e fmuous ulcers become jftulous , 1 have fliewn 

iV {\ravf Skhner, every fit of a diiSfe fern^a 

Jlruggle of nature ; from viit, i n Flemifli, frequent, Junius.] 
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the kidneys, in which cafe a fit of the ftone in that part is the 
cure. . . Sharp’s Surgery, 

z. Any fhort return after mtermifllon ; interval. 

Sometimes 'tis grateful to the rich to try 
A fhort viciffitude, and fit of poverty. Dryden s Horace. 
Men that are habitually wicked may now and then, by fits 
and ftam, fed certain motions of repentance. VLjlrangc. 

By fits my fwellirtg grief appears, 

In rifing fighs and faffing tears, Addifon on Italy * 

Thus o'er the dying Tamp th’ unfteady flame 
Hangs quivering on a point, leaps off by fits y 
And fails again as loth to quit its hold* Addifon*s Cato* 

Religion rs not the bufmefi of fome fits only and intervals 
of our life, to betaken up at certain dap and hours, and laid 
afide for the reft of our time ; but a fyftem of precepts to be 
regarded in all our condudL Rogers*s Sermons, 

All fits of pleafure we balanced by an equal degree of pain 
or languor: *tis like fpending this year part of the next year's 
revenue. Swift* 

3, Any violent affection of mind or body. 

The life did flit aw.ty out of her neft. 

And all his fen lbs were with deadly fit oppreft. Fairy djhtem. 
An ambitions man fub]e£hi himfelf to others, and puts it 
in the power of every malicious tongue to throw him into a 
fit of melancholy. Addifon*s Spe/lator. 

4, Diforder ; diftemperature. 

For your hufband, 

He*s noble, wife, judicious, and beft knows 

The fits o* th* feafon* Shakefpearis Macbeth . 

5, It is ulbd, without an epithet of diferimination, for the hys¬ 
terical diforders of women, and the convuifions of children; 
and by the vulgar for the epilepfy. 

Mrs. Bull was fo much enraged, that ftie fell downright 
into a fit. Arluthnofs Hi/lory of JJm Bull, 

Fit. adj , [vitten 7 Flemifti, Junius j 

1. Qualified; proper: withyar before the noun, and ^before 
the verb. 

Mighty men of valour, fit to go out for war and battle. 

1 Chron. vii. n. 

He lends him vain Golialvs facred fword, 

Th vfittejl help juft fortune could afford. Cowley*s Davidcis* 

This fury fit for her intent fire chofe, 

One who delights in wars and human woes. Dryden $ Mn. 
It is a wrong ufe of my underftanding to make it the rule 
and meafure of another man’s.; a ufe wiiich it is neither// 
fir* nor capable of. . Locke. 

2. Convenient; meet; proper; right. 

Since we have faid it were good not to ufe men of ambi¬ 
tious natures, except It be upon neceffky, it is fit we fpeak in 
what cafes they are fo* " Bacon f Etlby \ 7, 

See how thou cou!d ? ft judge of fit and meet. Milt. P. L. 
It is fit for a man to know his own abilities and wcak- 
neffes, and not think himfelf obliged to imitate all that he 
thinks fit to praife. Boy Ik. 

If our forefathers thought// to be grave and ferious, I hope 
their pofterity may laugh without offence, Addifon, 

To Fit. v. a. | \vittm* Flemilh, Junius.] 
t. To accommodate to any thing; to fort one thing to another. 
The carpenter marfceth it out with a line : htfitteth it with 

If* xliv. 13, 

Would fate permit 
To my defires 1 might my fortune//, 

Troy 1 would raife. Denham. 

2. I o accommodate a perfon with any thing: as, the taylor fits 
his cuftomcr. 

Atruftmaker/W^ the child with a pair of boddice, ftiffened 
on the lame fide Wifeman’s Surgery. 

3. J o be adapted to ; to fuit any thing. 

She fhaU be our mefiengcr to this paultnr knight: truft me 
I thougiit on her ; Ije’ll// it. Shakcfpeare. 

As much of the ftone as was contiguous to the marcafixe 
fitted the murcafite fo clofe as ft it had been formerly liquid. Bo 

4. To l IT Qtci. i o furnifh; to equip; to fupply with neceifa- 
ries or decoration. 

A play, which if you dare but twireyfr 
You'll all he flander’d, and bethought devout. Dryden. 
The Engtiib fleet couid not be paid and m^med, and fitted 
«rf, unlefs wc encouraged' trade and navigation. Addifi. Freeh. 

S- loPiT up. Fo furnifh; to make proper tor the ufe or re¬ 
ception of any. 

TnFw^^f farm ’ , , h Swift, 

i o F IT. V. n. I o be proper; to be fit. J 

Nor fits ir to prolong the heavenly fcaft, 

Fitch T ? r ^ rCtire to relt ' ' h ~ i”* 

of wild pea. C ° 0;| corruption of vetch .J A fmall kind 

„ Now is the feafon 

i bca r s ’ ml of P“ ro "- T-fr- 

F -TCU«W \ Du “ h -1 A (linking 

ri rciiEw. J lm! c beait, that robs the hcnroolt and warren. 

Skinner 










































































